GIFFELS – THE OHIO HYSTAIRICAL MUSICK SOCIETY

DG: Everything about Jimi Imij is homemade. The T-shirt he’s wearing -- he printed it himself with the logo for a local punk band. His arms are decorated with homemade tattoos. The ring in his nose -- probably homemade. Even his name is a clever self-creation. Jimi Imij: first name spelled J-I-M-I; last name spelled I-M-I-J.

So it should come as no surprise that when this veteran of the local music scene decided to create a formal archive of Northeast Ohio underground and independent rock music, he brought his timeworn, do-it-yourself sensibility. It’s the punk rock way, after all.

Imij is the founder of The Ohio Hystairical Musick Society, which started with his private collection and has grown to include an exhaustive website, a series of CD’s -- homemade, of course -- and a wide-ranging assortment of memorabilia from Akron and Kent-area rock bands. There are fliers, photographs, buttons, and videos, focusing mainly on the years 1975 to 1985. His partner in this project is Karen Kilroy, another veteran of the days when bands like Devo, the Rubber City Rebels, Tin Huey, Hammer Damage and Chi Pig were not yet legends, but heroes in their midst.

CUT ONE: memory starting to fail -- stuff was a lotta fun, wanted to share it with few of my other friends, made cds of old cassettes, that inspired me to keep digging into old music I knew people were interested in,

I wanted to present local music ..,. Before I forgot it … That has led to friends and band members lending me and it’s just grown from there. Goal was to share the memory … with those who had memory, and those who didn’t get to exper it

DG: The early version of this collection was purely organic. Imij organized his stuff at the North Water Street Gallery in Kent. But more recently, Kilroy has used her computer background to polish and help expand the website.

CUT TWO: karen -- jimi already had website, exppanded a lot, index of neo bands, list of links

DG: The Ohio Hystairical Musick Society is maturing just as a sense of history is settling in around the most significant period of the Akron-Kent rock scene. Devo, a quarter century after the release of its debut album, will be eligible next year for induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Chrissie Hynde, the Akron-born leader of the Pretenders, will be eligible in 2005. “Rock ‘n’ Roll and the Cleveland Connection,” a new book released by the Kent State University Press, provides an encyclopedic guide to this music that was supposed to die before it got old.

But you’ve probably already heard all about Devo and Chrissie Hynde. Imij is more interested in digging under the surface.

CUT THREE: Jimi- to have a very well educated broad group of peop, instead of small group of people -- it shod be fans -- led zep, year, but what else was happening in eng that people don’t know about -- ** rnr hof is bigger category, but im doing smaller category

DG: So, what’s in that smaller category? Well, for one, there’s Chi Pig, whose members collaborated with Devo, but who never quite broke out of Akron themselves.

CUT FOUR: devo, but lotta bands connected w devo -- chi pig -- karen -- it think chi pig had best sense of humor -- my impression was 2 very baut women, they were al doing little dances, JIMI-- outfits that matched, a vision onstage what they were presenting -- one of my fave chi pig concerts was at ak rubber bowl -- danced in front of people who had no idea what was going on, knew bizarros, not chi pig -- apu, api dance -- point to body functions -- it’s a great 45 and its fun to dance to

PLAY SOME CHI PIG

DG: And then there’s the Rubber City Rebels, who were importantly not only musically, but also as a band that carved out a place to play and set the stage for the brief heyday of local music in the mid-to-late 1970’s. They took over an Akron bar called the Crypt and started booking original acts. Devo, Pere Ubu, the Dead Boys and the Bizarros all got their start at the Crypt. Clubs like the Bank in Akron and JB’s in Kent expanded the scene and helped it flourish.

CUT FIVE: rebels -- what’s good ab them -- the rebels was possibly first local band I heard of that was playing orig music in places I did get oppor to see, I would stand beh the crypt and listen to bands thru dood, found out rebels and devo were there, saw them later at underage places, rock factory and ak art instit -- rebels released record with bizarros, attitude I cod apprec, they seemed clever, intelligent, intrigued me, not love songs -- I loved hard rock -- I found it w rubb city rebels, they moved away -- bring us to now, greatly pleased when contacted me

you went from being guy behind club, and now part of reunion -- I did go from the guy outside to the guy inside -- the cut we have there is from highland
PLAY THE REBELS

DG: Now, Imij and Kilroy are working to document the present and future of local independent rock. If you go to a show at the Mantis in Kent or the Lime Spider in Akron, and you see a guy with long wild hair and a nose ring holding a digital camera, that’s probably Jimi Imij. He’s trying to make sure rock and roll never forgets.

CUT SIX: everything I do is documentary, its educational, its not neces for entertainment, the dir im heading is I wanna produce a library open to pub where they can obtain the music -- as well as producing packets that can be given to schools, music groups -- heres some music -- don’t do that

laughing -- its for the kid in the back of the class
OUTRO WITH ANOTHER CUT

