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Two grassroots groups believe the government is covering up what is buried at the Industrial Excess Landfill in Uniontown.  They are trying everything in their power through lawsuits, letters to government officials and community meetings to convince the government to recuse itself and accept responsibility for its role in the contamination of the 30-acre landfill.  WKSU’s Michelle Chyatte reports…

The American Friends Service Committee has filed a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit in Federal Court claiming the government is withholding valuable information about what is buried in the Industrial Excess Landfill.  The Department of Justice, the United States Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of Energy are all named in the five-count relief suit.  Greg Coleridge is the director of AFSC.

We needed to get complete information. We were only receiving partial information if any, from a number of a Freedom of Information Act requests.  Those requests for basic information about what was in the Industrial Excess Landfill, particularly regarding radiation, was the only if at all response directly by those agencies.

Coleridge and his supporters believe at least three different government agencies are orchestrating a 30-year cover-up, that if revealed would become a national scandal. Concerned Citizens of Lake Township is the other community group that believes there is a government conspiracy spanning three decades to conceal the dumping of United States Army nuclear waste at IEL.  Chris Borello has been the president of CCLT for the past 18 years and she compares IEL to a recent national scandal of conspiracy and cover-up.

We are calling this the environmental Enron, and not lightly, and what I mean by that is there are distinct parallels between Uniontown’s IEL and the Enron case because of several entities that have, for what ever reason, have failed to serve as watchdogs and given that failure we believe that there are possible culpabilities.

To complicate matters further, the original owner of the landfill, Charles Kittinger, is now claiming that at least 3 egg-shaped objects, which he believes resemble the “fat boy” bombs used on the Japanese in World War II, are buried in the landfill.

When the eggs were brought in I was sworn to secrecy not to reveal them to anybody.  I found out after all these years radiation is leaking from the landfill…. so it kind of worried me to disclose that to someone before I cease to exist.  The government is denying responsibility of putting them there…. and making my credibility doubtful…. they claim there is nothing there but they won’t dig em up where I told them they were.

Kittinger also offered to go with the us EPA and dig up the eggs.

I told them up there in court I was going to press and press and press until they are out of there. That is going to be my next step. I asked them verbally for permission to dig them up and they laughed at me. I am going to get a court order from the judge. If they don’t dig them up, I’m going to get a court order and dig them up.

The government disagrees that there are bombs or any other nuclear waste buried at the sight. Following an eight-month investigation in 2001 by the Department of Justice, Kittinger’s claims of buried plutonium-238 eggs were dismissed.  The two-page memo states Kittinger’s claims cannot be true because plutonium-238 is not used in nuclear bombs. According to the International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War and the Institute for Energy and Environmental Research, plutonium-238 is used in nuclear reactors and thermoelectric generators. Ross del Rossario is the EPA IEL Remedial Project Manager and says Kittinger’s claim had many errors.

Plutonium-238 is not fissionable material…it is not bomb grade material. It is used as a heat source to generate power, like batteries used in satellites.

The US EPA also conducted a geophysical survey to assure area citizens there are no bombs buried at IEL. The Department of Justice did find three oblong shapes but labeled them as anomalies. Del Rossario says it is hard to tell what exactly these shapes are.

The big problem that we have in conducting the geophysical survey is that the landfill, because of the fact you have a lot of different buried objects at the site such as cars, trash and that thing…causes a lot of interference and there maybe some objects over there that could be seen as resembling the eggs or something, but it could almost be like a car…or some other large metallic object out there. I mean it’s the nature of the site which will prevent you from, without any doubt, allowing you to see an object such as the one described by Mr. Kittinger.”

But Borello won’t accept that and says the EPA often skews their own tests to satisfy their end result.

They muddy the waters themselves to cast dispersions on their own data when it serves their own purpose.  They, meaning the EPA, wanted the companies to do the testing. They supported it and allowed it and then suddenly, when they don’t like the findings, they cast dispersions on the company data.

Her claim has some validity, given that in September of 2000, one of the labs used by the EPA in Chicago was raided by the FBI who found testing samples manipulated and filtered for better results. Del Rossario says that all lab testing is subject to human error, but the agency upholds firm standards when it comes to testing and this is just another way for these two citizen groups to cause trouble where there is none to be found.

If there is one criticism that can be leveled against the agency on this site is that we have been overly responsive to the concerns of every stake holder on this site. We have spent significant amounts of resources in dollars and hours spent.  So we have done everything we can, I think over and beyond the normal call of duty to address any concerns that a concerned party might have on IEL. We are doing everything we can.

The Department of Justice fact sheet also states that the US Army never dumped nuclear waste at the IEL.  According to Coleridge, this is simply not true.

For thirty years there have been residents of the Uniontown area who have been talking about the presence of radiation in that landfill.  Eyewitnesses who have gone on the record and swore having seen military vehicles burying stuff with radioactive markings from the army, letting themselves in and out of that site.  We have, since 1997, uncovered a couple of things that we would call tantalizing tidbits.

Those tantalizing tidbits include three dump deposit slips with the army named as making unspecified “trash” deposits during the late summer of 1969. The other interesting connection Coleridge points to is the paper trail that appears to create a link between IEL and a nuclear waste facility outside of Dayton.  The AFSC has possession of a ticket that says there was a plutonium leak at the Mound facility.  And Coleridge believes the US Army dumped the plutonium from the Mound facility at the IEL site.  He says people need to connect the dots and put the pieces together.  And that is why his group will not give up until all the documents they have requested are presented to them.

And the fact that there has been some intentional withholding of information, that raised red flags. And when those red flags are raised, how can we not but try to pursue and follow through?  We have an obligation, we have a responsibility to our own organizing principles and to people in that community….to follow through to try to find out what is here.

CCLT president, Chris Borello agrees.  Borello says the goal of her group is to find answers. Tomorrow we will look further into the claims of radiation, what the government has done to solve the problem and what the Community Action Group hopes to accomplish in redeveloping the landfill if and when the Record of Decision is approved. I’m Michelle Chyatte 89-7 WKSU.

