IEL PART THREE

Controversy surrounding possible development on the Industrial Excess Landfill in Stark County has centered predominately on whether the site is leaking radiation.  The government agencies and the companies responsible for contaminating the landfill have conducted multiple tests over the past decade and while early reports indicated elevated levels of radiation from plutonium, recent water samples showed radiation levels to be within the standards set the EPA.  From our Stark and Wayne County Bureau in Canton, WKSU’s Michelle Chyatte reports. 

One of the people responsible for deciding if the Industrial Excess Landfill is safe for development is EPA Project manager Ross Del Rossario.  He admits that when it first became a superfund site, there were many problems but now he says there is no need for concern.


The conclusion reached by the science advisory board was that the radiation is indicative of natural background conditions and that the agency should continue forward with implementing the remedy. 

Del Rossario says the EPA conducted numerous tests, but because people in Lake Township were concerned radiation, the rubber companies conducted another round of testing last year, which supported the earlier EPA test results.

There is nothing to suggest that there is any radiological parameter or radiation that’s above the natural conditions at the site.  

Radiation is a harmful contaminant…but a naturally occurring one.  Auxier and Associations scientists John Frasier agrees with the EPA and says the radiation levels at the landfill are nothing to worry about.  Frasier says radiation is found in everything…groundwater, surface water, soil, rock and plants.  But, Wayne State Geology Professor Mark Baskaran has been studying radiation and nuclear waste in landfill for the past twenty years.  When he looks at the testing done by the EPA on IEL he is not convinced the site is contaminant free.

I think there is some radiation problems here.  The fact that they find the plutonium-238 clearly tells that there is some amount of plutonium coming into the ground water…and there is no other way of explaining plutonium in ground water because we don’t expect plutonium in the ground water.  And so, it is quite likely that there is some source of plutonium that leaks into the groundwater. 

Baskaran agrees with the activists that there maybe a government cover-up.  He also supports Concerned Citizens of Lake Township’s claim that the government should recuse itself and allow independent groups to determine the level of contamination at IEL.  Another environmental concern for the landfill is benzene, a known carcinogen, which is still being detected in monitoring wells in the center of the landfill.  New monitoring wells were installed last month and test results are expected in the spring.  The EPA’s Del Rossario says the new wells are just a precaution

While the agency does not feel there is any immediate danger posed by those benzene levels at those two or three wells; we are concerned by it.  The responsible parties are planning on installing a couple of wells to determine if the two wells that showed high benzene levels are indeed performing as designed or whether they have been compromised.  We are aware of the problem and we think that we are addressing it appropriately. 

The local citizens who believe the government is telling the truth and do not believe in the conspiracy theories stated by the activists formed a community action group or CAG last year.  They want to see the land redeveloped and held several public meetings to educate the citizens on the government’s progress at IEL.  The group is frustrated by activists like Chris Borello of CCLT, and her repeated efforts to stop the redevelopment of the landfill.


Why can’t we get this woman in here and have the same people who are here now?  She won’t come in.  When the EPA came into town she refused to meet with them…yet, it is very difficult to get this community to write her off because she has been at it for so long with this community.  We have nothing from her to back anything up.  I have tried to build a bridge from the outset of this thing if you guys remember.  I had five and a half hour conversations with the spokesperson from CCLT.  They came to one meeting, they were here as representatives….They didn’t say a word anything….We were criticized as being cheerleaders for phydo remediation…We were criticized as baby killers…And I have said it time and again….we need to place ourselves above that.

Where is CAG in challenging the federal government to tell the truth and to give us answers?  That is where the split has come.

Warner Mendenhall is a lawyer working with the American Friends Service Committee, which opposes the development of the landfill at this time and is suing the government for more information about what was dumped at the landfill.

There is CCLT on the one hand which is really continuing to push for documentation and evidence and there is CAG on the other hand, which is not and is no way supporting the Freedom of Information Act requests.

The AFSC knows the government is withholding information because of a 1999 letter from the Department of Energy admitting the department is intentionally doing so.   The letter states, “The Department of Energy will make records available….whenever it determines that such disclosure is in the public interest.  In this case the disclosure of deliberative data would inhibit frank and open discussion of the matter and would hinder the government’s ability to reach sounds and well reasoned resolutions.”

Uniontown Trustee Sue Ruely acts as a liaison between the Community Action Group and the township and has had a long history with the landfill.  She has no concern about living near the landfill.

This has been a dark cloud over this community because of misstatements and misperceptions….and…I love the media but you tend to pick up on know here comes a green elephant down the road, that makes news.  When the road is nice and clean..what’s there to say?  I understand all that but that has kept the pot stirred over the years and I have mothers call me, I want to move into the neighborhood.  I found a good house, but I am concerned about bathing my baby.  There is no concern about bathing your baby.  But, I understand.  It seems to be criminal that every morning everybody who wants to move into this neighborhood or people who live here have to have this hanging over their head when it really isn’t even necessary.

Ruely was once a very active member of CCLT and believed the government was hiding information from the public.  But after doing her own investigation, she changed her mind, and now works to put people’s fears to rest.

CAG is determined to push ahead to redevelop the land either as a nature preserve or perhaps a soccer field.  The EPA will present its record of decision at the town hall meeting scheduled for April.  The activists recently wrote a letter to EPA Administrator Christie Todd Whitman asking her to allow EPA Ombudsman Robert Martin to conduct another independent study of the landfill.  But Del Rossario says that isn’t necessary because the EPA has nothing to hide and all the information is a matter of public record.

This site is unique in that it has been overly characterized, overly studied.  You generally don’t do this with landfills, but, you throw in some allegations of midnight dumping, or army trucks moving in at midnight and doing all sorts of funny stuff.  I mean the results are there for everyone to take a look at.  We have done everything we can.  If there is one thing the agency can be criticized in this particular site is that we have been overly studying the site.  You don’t spend three or four million dollars of studies after the record of decision has been made.  That is just insane, but its been done.

Ultimately the AFSC is convinced they will win their lawsuit and the court will force the government to turn over the withheld documents.  With that information the AFSC and CCLT hope to block the record of decision that is currently waiting for final approval from the EPA and look into other ways to decontaminate the landfill.

I’m Michelle Chyatte, 897, WKSU

