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THE UNITED STATES E-P-A ANNOUNCED IN THE BEGINNING OF APRIL, IT’S PROPOSAL TO CONTINUE THE CLEAN UP OF THE INDUSTRIAL EXCESS LANDFILL IN UNIONTOWN.  LAST NIGHT THE E-P-A HELD A PUBLIC FORUM FOR CITIZENS TO VOICE ANY CONCERNS THEY MAY HAVE ABOUT THE GOVERNMENTS PROPOSAL FOR THE LANDFILL.  ABOUT TWO HUNDRED PEOPLE PARTICIPATED IN THE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD AT THE UNIONTOWN METHODIST CHURCH.
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ONLY A SMALL NUMBER OF PEOPLE THINK THE E-P-A’S NEW PROPOSAL TO FIX THE INDUSTRIAL EXCESS LANDFILL WILL WORK….MOST PEOPLE HAVE A GREAT DEAL OF CRITICISM FOR THE E-P-A AND THE REMEDIATION WORK THE GOVERNMENT AND THE POLLUTERS HAVE DONE TO ELIMINATE THE CONTAMINENTS AT IEL.

FOR THE PAST FEW YEARS, SUPERFUND LANDFILL SITES HAVE BEEN TRYING A DIFFERENT APPROACH TO REMEDIATION.  THERE IS A GROWING BELIEF WITHIN THE E-P-A THAT A NATURAL SOLUTION TO FIXING SUPERFUND SITES IS TO ALLOW THE CONTAMINATION TO DIE OFF ON ITS OWN THROUGH THE USE OF INCREASED VEGETATION.  THE INDUSTRIAL EXCESS LANDFILL IS AN EXAMPLE OF A SUPERFUND SITE THAT HAS SEEN A DECREASE IN CONTAMINATION OVER THE YEARS, WITH THE INCREASE OF NATURAL VEGETATION.  THIS IS NOT TO SAY THE E-P-A JUST ALLOWS VEGETATION TO TAKE CARE OF THE CONTAMINATION PROBLEMS, THE E-P-A HAS STILL DONE A GREAT DEAL OF REMOVAL OF TOXIC WASTE FROM THE SITE.  IN ADDITION TO INCREASED VEGETATION AT IEL TO CONTINUE THE DECONTAMINATION PROCESS, THE E-P-A IS PROPOSING ENHANCED SOIL COVERING, CONTINUAL MONITORING OF THE GROUND WATER AND GAS WELLS, PERIMETER FENCING AND DEED RESTRICTIONS.  

ROSS DEL ROSSARIO IS THE IEL PROJECT MANAGER AND GAVE THE OPENING PRESENTATION OUTLINING WHAT THE E-P-A HAS DONE TO CLEANUP THE SITE AND WHAT THEY WOULD LIKE TO DO TO REMEDY THE LANDFILL.  HE SAYS MICROORGANISMS AND THE ROOTS FROM VEGETATION, PARTICULARLY POPLAR TREES HELP BREAK DOWN THE CONTAMINENTS AND THIS IS WHY NATURAL PLANT GROWTH IS BECOMINGA MORE POPULAR ACCEPTED PRACTICE AT SUPERFUND SITES.

The case of poplar trees research has found their roots grow quite extensively, and they are very fast growers. Natural attenuation of both on-site and off-site ground water contamination.  The key here is to let the natural attenuation processes to continue to clean up the ground water within the landfill.  This great opportunity because we have the data and we are seeing the current geological conditions, which are promoting this current situation, so we want to let it continue and enhance it by planting more trees. 

LARRY ANTONELLI FROM THE OHIO E-P-A SAYS BOTH GOVERNMENT AGENICES HAVE BEEN WORKING CLOSELY WITH THE POLLUTERS AND HE BELIEVES HAVE TAKEN GREAT STRIDES TO ENSURING PUBLIC SAFETY.

We would like to see a final remedy and monitoring program, which ensures landfill gases from the site continue to be controlled and through monitoring show that no off-site that no migration has occurred.  This remedy has been evaluated by both Ohio EPA and US EPA and we feel confident and believe that the data that has been collected and evaluated shows that there is sufficient information to support the proposed remedy.  It will be protective of human health and the environment and it will attain all errors and it will be consistent with the National Contingency Plan, which is the regulatory framework for Superfund.

BUT, THE GENERAL CONSENSUS FROM THE CROWD WAS THAT THEY WERE NOT HAPPY WITH THE IDEA OF THE GOVERNMENT USING THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD AS A SORT OF GUNIEA PIG TO TEST NEW WAYS TO CLEAN CONTAMINATED SITES.  MOST OF THE AUDIENCE MEMEBERS WANT A MORE COMPLETE EXAMINATION OF THE SITE AND THINK THE GOVERNMENT HAS NOT DONE ENOUGH TESTING.

SEVERAL TIMES THROUGHOUT THE EVENING, SEVERAL OF THE CROWD MEMBERS BECAME AGITATED WHEN IT APPEARED THAT E-P-A OFFICIALS WEREN’T GIVING THE PUBLIC THE ANSWERS THEY WANTED, ESPECIALLY WHEN ONE WOMAN ASKED ABOUT THE 13 CONTAMINENTS THAT ARE STILL BEING DETECTED AT ELIVATED LEVELS WITHIN THE PERIMETER OF THE LANDFILL.

As far whether it posses a risk to residents in the area, we believe it does, we haven’t altered the water supply out there…..But, why even take the chance?  I mean, obviously something is happening if the government went and bought out surrounding areas.  I live three miles up from here….What is your pathway?  What do you mean?   What is the pathway, what is your exposure pathway for those contaminants to reach a potential receptor?  I don’t know…does anyone really know for sure? Benzene is in the air and does that mean it goes up into the air and when the breeze blows its going to go over the house where all the kids are playing…What exactly does that mean…Look we can talk about this later with you, we have…..No, everyone wants to know….answer the question, answer the question.

AT THE CENTER OF THE CONTROVERSY FOR SOME YEARS IS THE INSISTANCE THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS TRYING TO HIDE ELIVATED LEVELS OF RADIATION.  ALTHOUGH THE GOVERNMENT NOW SAYS THERE IS NO NEED FOR CONCERN…THE ISSUE STILL RESURFACES, ALTHOUGH TESTING DOES NOT INDICATE ELIVATED RADIATION LEVELS.  UNIONTOWN RESIDENT REGINA WHITSMAN INSISTED THE E-P-A WAS CORRUPT AND NOT TO BE TRUSTED.

We came to learn not only did they indeed get hits of radiation but also plutonium.  Again, instead of going back and aggressively testing for radiation and plutonium, they dismissed the results as background levels of plutonium in groundwater.  Folks, there should be no plutonium in the groundwater.

LAURIE JOHNSON A STUDENT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF AKRON AND AN INTERN AT THE AMERICAN FRIENDS SEVICE COMMITTEE COLLECTED OVER 175 SIGNATURES OF UNIONTOWN RESIDENTS AND SAYS WHILE SHE WAS TALKING TO RESIDENTS THE MAJORITY OF THEM DON’T BELIEVE IN NATURAL ATTENUATION, THEY BLAME THE E-P-A FOR TAKING THE EASY WAY OUT WITH THE PLAN….BUT, ONE HER COMMENT THAT RECEIVED THE MOST REPOSNSE FROM THE CROWD WAS HER COMMENT ABOUT PUBLIC APATHY ON THE SUBJECT OF IEL.

The majority of the residents I spoke with are tired of fighting for what they want…They feel taken advantage of rather than being protected.  They don’t feel that what they say or do with make any difference and I think this shows you….crowd clapping….I personally called many people that signed this petition…

MOST OF THE E-P-A’S SUPPORTERS, ALTHOUGH MUCH SMALLER IN NUMBERS , BELIEVE NATURE SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO DO ITS JOB, SINCE MAN DID SUCH A GOOD JOB DESTROYING IT…AND THEY TRUST THE E-P-A’S SAFEGUARDS WILL PROTECT THEM FROM ANY CONTAMINATION.  MARSHA MAZLONICK IS A BIOLOGIST WITH THE WILDLIFE HABIT COUNSEL AND EXPLAINS WHY SHE SUPPORTS THE GOVERNMENTS PROPOSAL.

Natural attenuation is occurring at the site, which is why the contaminants are going down.  If you want to get rid of the waste on the site, let nature do its job as it has been already.

DAN CLAY, A LIFE LONG RESIDENT OF UNIONTOWN ALSO SUPPORTS THE GOVERNMENT’S PROPOSAL FOR NATURAL REGROWTH WITH MONITORING.

I think this is good because it allows for long term testing and as I understand it contingencies will be in place if something should happen.  It may or may not be the absolute best and that will remain to be seen, but I pace my decisions on current data that I have seen and researched and been given.  I think natural attenuation is working.  According to the bible man has dominion over the Earth, well man hasn’t done a very good job in this case, so in my opinion, it is time to give nature a chance and make the best decision we can. Crowd claps

THE E-P-A WILL CONTINUE TO TAKE COMMENTS EITHER THROUGH MAIL OR E-MAIL FOR THE NEXT THIRTY DAYS.  THE E-P-A WILL GATHER AND COLLABORATE THAT INFORMATION, PUBLISHING A RESPONSIBLE SUMMARY TO ADDRESS COMMUNITY CONCERNS IN THE NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS.
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