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IEL AMENDMENT
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THE INDUSTRIAL EXCESS LANDFILL IN UNIONTOWN MAY BE CLOSER TO REDEVELOPMENT PLANS, IF THE RESIDENTS APPROVE OF THE E-P-A’S SECOND PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF A CLEANUP PLAN.

WKSU’S MICHELLE CHYATTE REPORTS
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THE US EPA RELEASED, WHAT THEY HOPE IS THE FINAL AMENDMENT IN THE CLEANUP PROCESS OF THE INDUSTRIAL EXCESS LANDFILL.

IN THE TEN-PAGE EXPLANATION THE E-P-A IS RECOMMENDING THREE OPTIONS TO THE RESIDENTS OF UNIONTOWN CONCERNING THE FUTURE OF THE LANDFILL.

THE FIRST ALTERVATIVE WOULD BE TO NOTHING WITH THE LANDFILL.  THE SECOND ALTERNATIVE WOULD BE TO CREATE A CAP FOR UNDER THE VEGETATION, COMBINING GEOSYNTHETIC LINER AND TOP SOIL.

THE OPTION THE E-P-A SUPPORTS IS A SEVEN MILLION DOLLAR PLAN THAT  INVOLVES PLANTING MORE TREES AND OTHER VEGETATION TO THE 30 ACRE SITE, ALLOWING THE NATURAL BREAK DOWN OF CONTAMINENTS TO CONTINUE.  THEY ALSO SUPPORT UPGRADING THE EXISTING MONITORING SYSTEMS AND INSTALLING NEW WELLS TO MONITOR GROUND WATER AND LANDFILL GASES.

THE E-P-A IS PROPOSING THIS REMEDY FOR THE SITE BECAUSE THE GROUND WATER QUALITY CONTINUES TO IMPROVE AND THERE IS LOCAL INTEREST IN A CLEANUP ALTERNATIVE THAT WOULD ALLOW THE SITE TO BE DEVELOPED INTO A NATURE PERSERVE WITH EVENTUAL PUBLIC ACCESS AND RECREATIONAL USE.    

THE PUBLIC WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO VOICE THEIR CONCERNS AND OPINIONS CONCERNING THE LANDFILL ON APRIL 17TH AND APRIL 18TH AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IN UNIONTOWN.

I’M  MICHELLE CHYATTE 897 WKSU.

