BIGFOOT SPEAKS

GIFFELS:

Almost everyone knows what Bigfoot looks like. We’ve seen those six seconds of grainy 1960s home movie footage where this furry, hulking figure that looks over his shoulder at the camera, then disappears into the California wilderness.

But not many people know what Bigfoot sounds like. 

Rich LaMonica says he does. For seven years, the Akron truck driver has been carrying around what he believes is the only recording ever made of Bigfoot saying something. Exactly what he’s saying is uncertain. Even LaMonica, who wants to believe that this tape could be the missing link, has questions.

His odyssey began in 1988, when he was driving his truck route from Coshocton. Ahead in the distance, he saw a large, dark creature cross the road and disappear into the woods. 

LAMONICA:

I stopped truck, and came back to the curve where I saw it and by that time it was well out of my view. I thought to myself, well, I’m pretty sure I know what that was but I had never really heard many stories emanating from Ohio that describe this type of creature here. I basically kept this to myself till about four years later

GIFFELS:

As he tried to sort out what he’d seen, LaMonica discovered an annual convention of Bigfoot enthusiasts in Newcomerstown, not far from where he’d had his sighting. They embraced his story and he became an insider with this group of self-styled researchers and others interested in the unexplained. So in the fall of 1993, LaMonica and a few others went back to the area where the sighting had occurred.

LAMONICA:

Actually, we all did feel somewhat peculiar feelings, because we felt like we were being watched the whole time we were out there. Of course, we couldn’t glimpse anything out there.

GIFFELS:
Just that sort of creepy…

LAMONICA:

Yeah, it was an odd feeling. We were hearing…walking around the tent…and…then we were starting to hear warbling whistle noises. One would warble and whistle up here and … it was like it was communicating back and forth. This lasted for forty-five minutes if it lasted for a minute. So, it was right after that…all of a sudden out of the clear, dark sky… this howl scream that emanated from above the tent…just shocked us. It was so audibly loud that it reverberated, you know, you could almost feel it…it was that loud. And it was so close to us that we knew it couldn’t be that far away from the tent. SO we are all just frozen stuff and I for one was not getting out of the tent.

GIFFELS:

Now LaMonica was in deeper than he ever thought he’d be. He was spending almost all his spare time reading about Bigfoot and corresponding with a worldwide network of people fascinated by the unexplained. The sound he heard may have been hair-raising, but the draw was too strong. A year later, Labor Day weekend 1994, LaMonica went back.

LAMONICA:
It was a nice, beautiful evening, stars all over the place. The crickets and the tree frogs are going crazy. So, I turned on my cassettes. And I made a little noise getting in the van—which you can hear on tape. I hoped in my sleeping bag and I was basically out like a light. So the next morning we decided to rewind the tape and see what was on it. So what you have on that cassette is what we discovered. For the first part of the tape all you can hear is bumping noises…but when we heard the voice on there I just couldn’t believe it.

GIFFELS:
When LaMonica and his fellow research listened to the tape, they realized they may have captured the sound of a talking Bigfoot.

LAMONICA:
It was awesome. We both remarked simultaneously that sounds like Yogi Bear. But we know we are hundreds of miles from Jellystone Park, so we know it wasn’t Yogi Bear.

GIFFELS:

Since then, he has shared the tape with anyone who will listen, anyone who might be able to help explain it. Some immediately dismissed him, others analyzed the tape—but failed to determine anything conclusive.

So what does Bigfoot sound like?

[[TALKER TAPE]]

That’s it. Just tree frogs, crickets, some rumbling, then…

[[TALKER TAPE]]

LaMonica eventually found an old Apache Indian who spoke a nearly extinct dialect of Algonquin.

LAMONICA:

They feel that they have found root words from that ancient Algonquin language and what they describe it as saying is “we are watching” or “we are being watched.” And without any indication of the circumstances in which the tape was made, that would basically be exactly what kind of response you might make, if you were talking to others of your kind.

[[TALKER TAPE]]

Rich LaMonica would love to have a conversation with a Bigfoot. I would love to go face to face with one of these creatures and try to actually communicate with it. Hey, this world is an open book, buddy. It’s by no means closed, any of it. Sure, I would love to have a conversation with a Bigfoot. It sounds weird, but okay, so be it.

GIFFELS:

Now, to people of a certain age, Bigfoot is as much a part of pop culture as Evel Knevel and mood rings. If you were a kid in the sixties or seventies, you read pulp nonfiction about mysterious creatures. You saw documentaries about the unexplained. You wanted to believe that Sasquatch was as real as Neil Armstrong on the moon. But now you’re of an age to be skeptical. It’d be easy to write Rich LaMonica off as a kook. But he doesn’t make it easy.

LAMONICA:

Personally, I could care less what anyone has to say about it. I think it’s ludicrous when somebody says I believe in Bigfoot but I don’t want you to know my name because I’m afraid someone’s going to think I’m a nut. Well, too bad. That’s what I say. Rich LaMonica’s my name, I believe in Bigfoot, I think I saw a Bigfoot…prove me wrong.

GIFFELS:

Are you a nut?

LAMONICA:

No. Last time I analyzed myself I’m a pretty regular guy. I have a job, I pay bills just like everybody else. If you want to call me a nut, fine. 

GIFFELS:
But you are…

LAMONICA:

Let’s say I’m more of an enthusiast than I am a nut. I’m not a fanatic. If you believe in something, I say fight for it. In any sense of the word. Fight for it…prove it if you can prove it. Do what you have to do to make other people believe it. That’s my thing, if I’m a fanatic, I’m a fanatic about that.

[[Yogi Bear theme]]

