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  SINCE THE KOREAN WAR, AMERICANS HAVE LOOKED OVERSEAS TO ADOPT CHILDREN.     TELEVISION PICTURES OF ROMANIAN ORPHANAGES ATTRACTED INTEREST THERE IN THE EARLY 1990’S.     THEN RUSSIA OPENED UP.     NOW AMERICANS ARE GRABBING UP THE THOUSANDS OF UNWANTED BABY GIRLS IN CHINA AND EAST ASIA.   

    THE NUMBER OF FOREIGN ADOPTIONS HAS DOUBLED IN THE PAST DECADE TO OVER 18 THOUSAND A YEAR.  BUT GOING OVERSEAS IS NOT ALWAYS CHEAP NOR EASY.     WKSU’S MARK URYCKI REPORTS . . .
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ADOPTIONS HAVE BECOME BIG, AND BIG BUSINESS.    LIKE THE CALIFORNIA WOMAN WHO HELPED FACILITATE A CONTROVERSIAL INTERNET ADOPTION OF AMERICAN TWINS BY A BRITISH COUPLE.  SHE ALSO RAN A WEB SITE CALLED “I ATTRACT MONEY.COM.”   AND THAT’S APPARENTLY WHAT MANY ADOPTION FIXERS HAVE BEEN DOING OVERSEAS.       THE STATE DEPARTMENT PUT AN ENTIRE HOLD ON ADOPTIONS FROM CAMBODIA THIS YEAR BECAUSE THEY FEARED BABY SELLERS WERE PREYING ON POOR WOMEN WHO MAY NOT HAVE BEEN AWARE THAT THEY WERE GIVING UP THEIR CHILDREN FOR GOOD.  THE DIRECTOR OF THE ADOPTION CENTER AT BELLEFAIRE, BETH BRINDO  . . .

[Brindo]  “With international adoption, one might say that that’s even a little bit more difficult because it’s happening half a world away.  I sometimes say I think international adoptions are popping up in the community like mushrooms after a full rain.  It’s important that prospective adoptive families be informed consumers.  Work with somebody who has a history; work with somebody who has a solid child-welfare background.” 

EACH COUNTRY AND EACH AGENCY DOES THINGS DIFFERENTLY.      ONE ORGANIZATION BRINGS CHILDREN HERE.   KIDSAVE IS A WASHINGTON BASED NON-PROFIT THAT BRINGS CHILDREN FROM RUSSIAN OR KAZAKHSTAN ORPHANAGES TO STAY WITH HOST FAMILIES IN THE US FOR 6 WEEKS.     A DOZEN KAZAKH AND RUSSIAN CHILDREN RANGING IN AGE FROM 5 TO 9 GATHERED RECENTLY WITH THEIR HOST FAMILIES FOR A PICNIC IN INDEPENDENCE.      LARRY AND NOREEN WISEMAN ADOPTED THEIR SON THIS WAY TWO YEARS AGO.   NOW THEY’RE ORGANIZING SUCH MEETINGS.     LARRY SAYS IT’S A GOOD WAY FOR PARENTS TO GET TO KNOW THE KIDS FIRST…

[LARRY WISEMAN]  “This program is trying to get the older children adopted- Allowing host families or parents to have these children in their house for six weeks, and get adjusted, and it sort of qualms any of the fears that they might have about adoption.”

[URYCKI]  “How many parents over the six week period, just don’t make the connection with the children that stay with them?”

[NOREEN WISEMAN] “There’s probably—I don’t know the percentage; they always try to have back-up families just because sometimes it doesn’t work for the families or it just doesn’t work for the child.  Some of them do have hyperactivity and the family is not prepared for that.  We do try to have backup families.”

HOST PARENTS GAIL AND MARTY SHULMAN ALREADY HAVE A 10-YEAR-OLD BIOLOGICAL SON.   THEY LIKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO GET TO KNOW THE TWO CHILDREN THEY ARE CONSIDERING ADOPTING.    THEY HAVE TAKEN IN SIBLINGS 9 ½ YEAR OLD DENIS AND 8 YEAR OLD MARjASH, WHO WERE APPARENTLY ABANDONED BY THEIR PARENTS 5 YEARS AGO

[GAIL SHULMAN] “In fact, that was something that engaged my son, Jeremy’s, compassion.  Because he was skeptical about them coming, and I said, ‘you know, as scary as it is to have people come and stay in our home with us, it could not possible be as scary as being four and a half years old and have mommy disappear and never come back and be left alone with your little sister and not know what’s going on.’  And something about that clicked to him because he was much more open to making an effort and he has grown and made so much progress with Denis and Marjash, I’m really proud of him, too.”

[URYCKI] “Do they know they are being considered for adoption?”

[GAIL SHULMAN] “Probably.”

[MARTYSHULMAN] “We’re not sure exactly what they’ve been told.  What they were supposed to have been told is that they’re going to summer camp and staying with a host family and then they would come back.  What we understand they probably were told is that, ‘You’d better be nice and act right because these people might want to be your mother and father.  And if you ever want to have a family: don’t act up.’”

[GAIL SHULMAN] “’Like maybe these people will want to adopt you and be your’—I don’t know, they may have been told that.  And it’s not officially what they were told.  But I’ll tell you what, they’re very loving and very affectionate.  They do help one another.  And then we knew that they were getting comfortable with us when they also started bickering with each other like siblings will do.”

[MARTY SHULMAN] “There’s only so long that you can fake being good.”

[GAIL SHULMAN] “Uh huh.  I’ll tell you even with the language barrier that we’re discovered that Denis and Marjash have a very rich sense of humor.  A very rich sense of humor.  They are hilarious and they know it.”

        CLEVELANDERS PATRICK AND MARY STAFFORD DID NOT MEET THEIR RUSSIAN DAUGHTER BEFORE THEY DECIDED TO ADOPT HER.     THEIR AGENCY SENT THEM A VIDEOTAPE OF THE INFANT.  AND AFTER EXTENSIVE BACKGROUND CHECKS BY BOTH AMERICAN AND RUSSIAN OFFICIALS THEY WERE OFF TO RUSSIA TO PICK HER UP WITH A FRIEND VIDEOTAPING THE PROCESS.   

[SOUNDS FROM A VIDEO] “ ‘Tomorrow you will meet with your child…’

‘OK’

‘We won’t be bringing the child back tomorrow, will we, even if the judge decides immediately….’”

[PATRICK STAFFORD] “Well, we decided to go overseas because the process doesn’t take as long as compared to domestic adoption.  We did some research and found that typically we could obtain an adopted child in about a year or less.  We had heard stories domestically where it could take upwards of three to five years to get a child.”
STAFFORD SAYS THEIR AGENCY MADE ALL THE ARRANGEMENTS, HIRING DRIVERS, SETTING UP THE COURT DATE, AND THE FIRST MEETING AT THE ORPHANAGE . . .

[PATRICK STAFFORD] “She was afraid, she was.  When we adopted her, she was eleven months.  And she took one look at me and started crying.  She was hesitant to go—to leave the arms of the agency worker.  It took her a while to calm down. [baby wails in background].  That was the first day; you sort of meet.  The second day is the day that you actually, after the court date, go to pick (her) up.  And she cried a little bit but once we got her out of the building and into the car she was fine.  She kind of eyed me a little warily, but I think the reason for that is there really aren’t’ a lot of males in that type of orphanage setting, so she probably didn’t know what a man was.”

SOME COUNTRIES REQUIRE EXTENSIVE STAYS – UP TO 6 WEEKS- BEFORE ALLOWING THEIR CHILDREN TO BE ADOPTED BY FOREIGNERS.     RUSSIANS HANDLE THINGS A BIT QUICKER.  IT DOES HELP TO SMOOTH THINGS ALONG BY BRINGING GIFTS.     

[VIDEO] “ ‘….I suppose I can give this one.’


‘Feel free, I’ve got many….’” 

[PATRICK STAFFORD] “When you do go over, you do need to bring with you certain items as gifts.  It’s customary, I believe.  Not only to the judge, but to the adoption workers over there, the orphanage workers, et cetera.  They range anywhere from maybe pens or towels to—also things for the children as well.  We had to bring medicines, for example, children’s Tylenol, Pull-Ups that the kids wear, toys for the children.  Those are left with the home as well.  Kind of gifts of good faith, so to speak.

THE RUSSIAN JUDGE DID GRANT THE ADOPTION BUT NOT WITHOUT ORDERING ONE CHANGE IN PLANS . . .

[PATRICK STAFFORD] “We wanted to make her last name her middle name, so it would have been Sara Paragova.  The judge did not like that, so we made Svetlana her middle name.  I don’t know if he would have stopped the adoption, but we did want her to have part of her Russian heritage so it was very easy for us to make her first name her middle name.”

[VIDEO, voice of Mary Stafford] “We’re finally settling in, she’s taking her bottle, we’ve had three diaper changes and she’s calling me mama, so what more could I ask for?  She said mama.”

IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS THE STAFFORDS ARRANGED FOR A PASSPORT AND VISA FOR THEIR NEW DAUGHTER AND THEN FLEW BACK TO AMERICA.       YOUNG SARAH WAS SOON VERY COMFORTABLE WITH HER NEW PARENTS AND HER NEW HOME, HAPPY AND HEALTHY.      THE TOTAL BILL FOR PAPERWORK, TRAVEL, AND FEES: ALMOST 30 THOUSAND DOLLARS.      THE WISEMANS SPENT ABOUT 15 THOUSAND DOLLARS.   BOTH FAMILIES GOT HAPPY HEALTHY CHILDREN.      BUT NOT EVERY ADOPTED CHILD ADAPTS SO EASILY.   THAT STORY NEXT WEEK. 

