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A PLACE FOR ME #1 – INTRO TO ADOPTION

DUFFY

More than four thousand children in Ohio today, can call the state mom or dad. The rights of their biological parents have been terminated, and they are available for adoption. Unfortunately, most parents hope to adopt infants, and placing older children in permanent homes is a challenge. Today, WKSU begins “A Place For Me,” a nine-part series on adoption and foster care in northeast Ohio. WKSU’s Vincent Duffy begins the series with an introduction to adoption…

Duffy: A recent poll, sponsored by the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption in Columbus, suggests almost 40 percent of adults in the United States have considered adoption. That’s a surprise to the people trying to place available children in permanent homes. Sushila Mmoore directs the adoption and foster care programs for Summit County…

Moore: Right now our system is very saturated and we know that it becomes more and more difficult to recruit these families as our society changes and priorities change. People come from a lot of two parent working families, and to maintain the children they already have sometimes is a lot, let alone take on foster children or even adopt. 

Duffy: Anyone over the age of 18 without a criminal record can adopt in Ohio. You can be married or single, straight or gay, a homeowner or a renter. But there are many routes a person can take to adopt a child including private agency adoptions, public agency adoptions, and international adoptions. Krissy Kolaric is the co-owner of “A Child’s Waiting,” a private adoption agency…

Kolaric: In the private adoptions the birth mothers typically are the one selecting the family for the child. Those children tend to be newborns. Through the private program that I just discussed…with the birth parents there are fees involved. The fees can range anywhere from, I’ve heard as low as $1000, I’ve heard as high as $40,000, depending on the circumstances of the birth mother, depending on which agency you work through. Through the public system there are no fees involved. If a child is in the custody of a county, regardless if it’s in the state of Ohio or anywhere in the United States, there are no fees involved in your adoption.

Duffy: It’s unfortunate, but the reality in the adoption world is that infants, especially healthy white infants, are expensive….older children, who are usually in foster care, are free.  Sushila Moore says when people come to Summit County Children’s Services looking for an infant, she tells them that public agencies have very few infants or toddlers for adoption, and almost never has a healthy white infant…

Moore: You still need to consider the fact that these children come to us due to abuse and neglect situations and some of that may be in utero exposure. And I would say generally if we had a white infant come into care and we didn’t know right off the bat that we were filing for permanent custody, it would go to a foster home. And I would say if that proceeded to a permanent custody, 9 times out of 10 those foster parents would indicate a desire to adopt. So we have very few infants or even young toddlers available for adoption.

Duffy: The same poll that suggests many Americans are open to adoption, also indicates a willingness among parents to adopt older children. But respondents, particularly white adults, are afraid that children in foster care have medical or behavioral problems. The result, according to Kolaric, is that there are not enough infants of any race to fill the demand, and there are thousands of older children who need permanent families…

Kolaric: I know in Cuyahoga County alone there’s 2000 children waiting just locally. All counties have different numbers of children available but it’s ridiculous how many kids are waiting and people don’t seem to care. To us it’s a huge crisis, these children don’t have homes.

Duffy: But children in foster care have been through difficult situations. They wouldn’t be available for adoption if the county had not determined that things were so bad with their biological parents that they had to be removed. Jacqueline McCray handles foster care recruitment for Cuyahoga County…

McCray: Children end up in foster care due to issues of abuse and neglect and some of the main contributing factors to that are the problems of drugs throughout the community and throughout the country. Um, there’s also issues in terms of domestic violence in the home, issues of a parent’s mental and emotional stability. Those are some factors htat lead to abuse or neglect situations. But, basically, I believe one of the most prevalent reasons we see children coming into our care is for the issues related to drug abuse and other chemical dependency.

Duffy: State and federal governments have taken steps recently to make it easier to adopt children in foster care. The federal government provides a ten thousand dollar tax credit to all adopting parents, and the state provides a 250 dollar a month adoption subsidy which some counties increase. In Cuyahoga County for example, parents who adopt from the county can receive 560 dollars a month until the adopted child turns 18. Adults who want to become foster parents or adopt are required to take a 24 hour training course, and allow a home study. Kolaric says for most families, the incentives help, but they’re not the point…

Kolaric: There are some very special families out there that come in looking specifically for children that have special needs or have behavioral problems or are older. And these families…sometimes they have a religious calling, they feel that it’s God’s word for them to do this. Um…some families just feel that they would be a good parent or that they have already been a good parent and they want to continue helping children.

Duffy: Moore says there is not typical family that comes forward to adopt children in foster care…

Moore: What we do find however is that probably about 65 % of our adoptions are foster parent adoptions. They’re people who have come to us as foster parents and some of those people never even considered adoption. They were coming to us as foster parents but had a child placed in their home, fell in love with that child, and proceeded to adopt.

Duffy: Dottie Klemm works in the adoption department in Cuyahoga County’s Department of Children and Family Services. She believes parents who adopt children from the foster care system are heroes…

Klemm: I don’t want people to be put off by it. I think it sounds frightening at first. It sounds, you know, when you just hear about it through the television or radio, you hear all the horror stories, you hear all the frightening things…but there are so many children out there that need somebody to reach out to them. They might not be in a safe situation, they need somebody who can provide safety for them. The folks who do that, who come forward, the foster parents and adoption parents, we think of them as the heroes of the community, um, probably the unsung heroes because nobody realizes it because they’re not real visible. You don’t go to the mall and recognize them because they look like everyday families. So, you know, talk to other people who have done it, get more information about it. We need more families to come forward. Children should not have to grow up without a mom or a dad or a single parent too. Um, we need families into our old age. Where do we spend our holidays? With family. Where do we go when we are in trouble, or need comfort, or we want to share some happiness, even when we’re 35 or 50? We go to our families. I just came back from vacation with my sister, um, you know, if I hadn’t had that my life would be very different and everybody deserves to have a family.

Duffy: In the upcoming weeks, we’ll look at a number of different issues surrounding adoption and foster care, including non-traditional and international adoptions, the debate over when parental rights should be taken away, and what happens to children who never are adopted. I’m Vincent Duffy…89-7…WKSU.

