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WHEN  ROSIE O’DONNELL DISCLOSED THAT SHE WAS GAY,  SHE SHED LIGHT ON WHAT HAS BEEN A GROWING TREND  -  ADOPTION BY GAY MEN AND WOMEN.        FLORIDA IS NOW THE ONLY STATE THAT FORBIDS ADOPTION BY GAY PARENTS.     IN TODAY’S SEGMENT OF THE WKSU SERIES  “A PLACE FOR ME,” MARK URYCKI LOOKS AT GAY ADOPTIONS. . .

URYCKI     

IT’S A FAIRLY RECENT PHENOMENON FOR GAYS TO ADOPT CHILDREN IN OHIO  –  ESPECIALLY BY OPENLY GAY PEOPLE.      THE DIRECTOR OF FOSTER CARE FOR SUMMIT COUNTY CHILDREN SERVICES, SUSHI MOORE SAYS YOU WOULDN’T HAVE SEEN THAT IN THE PAST...   

MOORE    . . . probably 20-30 years ago, just like foster care, you had to be married, you had to be a stay at home mom. In adoption, many years ago, to determine whether someone was too old to adopt or not, they took the husband’s and the wife’s age and added them together. As long as it didn’t exceed 100, that was a good rule of thumb to determine that they were OK to adopt. 

THE LEGAL DOOR IS OPEN BUT ADOPTION AGENCIES OR COUNTY ADOPTION SERVICES DON’T ALWAYS MAKE IT EASY. SINGLE WOMEN WERE ACCEPTED BUT SINGLE MEN LOOKING TO ADOPT HAD A MORE DIFFICULT TIME. DARREN OF CUYAHOGA FALLS WAS ONE SUCH MAN.    HE WORKED WITH CHILDREN AT AKRON CHILDREN’S MEDICAL CENTER AND SAW THE NEED…

DARREN  . . . I knew too many kids who were in foster homes. In my particular job, I saw a lot of kids who died without a family. I saw kids who went through the shuffle of going through CSB.

THE CHILDREN’S SERVICES BOARD?

DARREN … Right. Who had grown up and became independent adults and yet these kids really didn’t have a family. And so, I decided, “OK, fine, let’s try it.”

SOCIAL WORKERS FROM THE COUNTY ASKED DARREN, WHO PREFERS HIS LAST NAME NOT BE USED, TO ADOPT ONE INFANT BOY WHO HAD SICKLE CELL ANEMIA.     DARREN BEGAN AS HIS FOSTER FATHER …

DARREN  … The first three years he was coming to my house every weekend, on holidays, whenever I took off for vacation, I had him.  So, we were bonded, as the agency would say. However, they didn’t feel, well not all of them, just the supervisor, didn’t feel that single people should adopt. 

DARREN WENT THROUGH A HALF DOZEN POLICE CHECKS.    BUT HE SAID IT BECAME APPARENT THAT THE FORMER DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S SERVICES DID NOT WANT A GAY MAN ADOPTING . . .

DARREN…For me, I was a young black male. Some of the statements she made were uncalled for.  Her statement towards men adopting, also, were very uncalled for.  I was changing diapers at the hospital and I taught parents how to change diapers. I taught parents how to bathe their kids. And women are looking at me like, “How do you know all of this?” I have nieces and nephews, ok? It’s not like I’m going into this blind.     

HIS ADOPTION WAS TURNED DOWN.    DARREN DECIDED NOT TO FIGHT THE REJECTION SAYING THE LEGAL BATTLE WOULD LEAVE THE LITTLE BOY IN LIMBO FOR YEARS.       BUT A SHORT TIME LATER,  SOCIAL WORKERS FROM THE COUNTY CAME TO HIM AGAIN WITH THE PROSPECT OF ADOPTING A SICK BABY . . 

DARREN   . . . He was born three months premature, but he had no health problems. But they did say he was a high risk because his mom had drugs in her system as well as alcohol and they labeled him with fetal alcohol syndrome. Again, that did not frighten me because of my background at the hospital. The doctor basically wrote, “Potential parents should be very aware of this child because he will probably be mentally retarded and have severe developmental delays.”  

THIS TIME DARREN WAS SUCCESSFUL WITH THE ADOPTION AND HE REPORTS HIS NOW 5-YEAR-OLD SON CHRISTOPHER IS HEALTHY AND ESPECIALLY SMART.   

       LIKE DARREN, DEBBIE AND OLGA,  A GAY COUPLE FROM WILLOUGHBY,    SOUGHT FIRST TO BE FOSTER PARENTS OUT OF A SENSE OF NEED.    AND FOR THE SAME REASON, TO ADOPT, SAYS OLGA 

OLGA…I believe that all children need to have some permanency in their life. They need to have a family.

OLGA’S PARTNER DEBBIE ALREADY HAD A 15-YEAR-OLD BIRTH SON AND SHE FELT THE GREATEST NEED WAS FROM TEENAGE BOYS . . .

DEBBIE… When we got into foster care, I really felt that teenage boys were really treated unfairly. Nobody wanted to touch them. There’s no way they wanted to deal with their issues, what they’re going through or anything of that sort. I really felt hey got a raw deal. They have feelings, they have rights, just like everyone else.

LAST YEAR THEIR ADOPTION OF THEIR 17-YEAR-OLD SON BECAME OFFICIAL.    IN MAY THEY ADOPTED A SEVEN YEAR OLD BOY.  

DEBBIE. . . Our 7 and a half year old was abandoned when he was three. He was very young, he has no idea and he doesn’t understand why she left. And it will take many years for him to realize this. He knows he has a wonderful home. Everyone just loves him to death. He’s as cute as a button but he just doesn’t understand. Whether he was placed with us or he wasn’t, those issues would still be there. 

OLGA AND DEBBIE WERE NOT PREVENTED FROM ADOPTING BUT THEY WERE QUESTIONED ABOUT BEING LESBIAN . . .

DEBBIE… There were a lot of questions. How we would handle if we ever broke up. Just like a normal divorce. It’s funny because we never thought of it like that. We always thought about sitting on the porch one day and having all of the grandchildren pull up to see us. There were a few questions, of course.  Especially if you get a social worker that has a little phobia, who unfortunately thinks, “Oh, you’re gay and you’re going to turn them into gay.”

OLGA…My parents were heterosexual.

DEBBIE…So were mine. My son is totally accepted. He’s had some in and outs too. I mean there were times when he was playing baseball and the other kids would make fun of him, but he got through that. Our youngest one, he’ll call me “Mom” and he’ll call her “Mommy.” He has his own way of recognizing us.           

OLGA…Distinguishing between us. And that’s what we answer to. And he came up with that on his own, who was “Mom” and who was “Mommy.”

DEBBIE…He has no problems with it at all. We totally raise our boys to respect one another and to accept who you are. We are not all born from the same mold and we are not all born with mommies and daddies. But they know that we love them and they know that no matter what happens we’ll always be there for them.

DEBBIE AND OLGA WOULD LIKE TO SHARE CUSTODY OF THEIR ADOPTED SONS BUT A SAME SEX COUPLE CANNOT UNDER OHIO LAW.    A DOZEN STATES DO ALLOW SUCH SHARED PARENTING.    ONE LESBIAN COUPLE FROM CINCINNATI  CHALLENGED HAMILTON COUNTY IN COURT AND HAVE TAKEN THEIR ARGUMENT TO THE OHIO SUPREME COURT.    CONSERVATIVES IN OHIO HAVE ARGUED AGAINST IT.      ONE ATTORNEY SAID IT WOULD REDEFINE  THE FAMILY INTO “SOCIALLY DEVIANT BEHAVIOR.”     GEAUGA COUNTY STATE REPRESENTATIVE TIM GRENDELL SPOKE OUT AGAINST ANY CHANGE, SAYING THAT HE BELIEVED THE TRADITIONAL FAMILY WAS BEST.    

     AND DAVID MILLER OF THE CINCINNATI  RELIGIOUS GROUP, CITIZENS  FOR COMMUNITY VALUES ARGUED BEFORE THE COURT THAT IT WAS A MOVE TO ESTABLISH SAME SEX MARRIAGE IN OHIO . . . 

MILLER   . . . Children that grow up in same-sex households are more apt to self-identify as a homosexual. And they are more likely to experiment with homosexual behavior.  

BUT SINGLE PARENT DARREN DOES NOT SEE THAT HAPPENING WITH HIS SON. 

DARREN… He’s not confused. He already has his girlfriend. Well, he has several girlfriends.  He knows he lives in a different family situation. He knows his dad is not going to get married. We talked about the differences between his family versus the other kids at school’s families.        

AND OLGA SAYS SHE AND DEBBIE ARE NOT PUSHING A GAY AGENDA ON THEIR BOYS.

OLGA… You know it’s not like when his friends come around we hang on each other. We don’t. It’s not that we don’t love each other and show that emotion, but we don’t make it uncomfortable for anyone.   

BUT DAVID MILLER ARGUES A TWO PARENT TRADITIONAL FAMILY IS HEALTHIER FOR THE CHILDREN . . .

MILLER…We think a child needs to be raised by a mom and a dad. We have two to three or four or more decades of studies. Everything that this culture has been saying for years has said that it would be best if a child were raised with a mom and a dad.  

WITH DEGREES IN SOCIAL WORK AND COUNSELING, DARREN HAS SEEN PLENTY OF UNHEALTHY KIDS IN TRADITIONAL FAMILIES.     HE ARGUES THAT GOOD PARENTING DEPENDS ON THE INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED . . .

DARREN… I have worked with 13-year-old girls. I worked with, during my internship in Arkansas, a 9-year-old who gave birth to twins. And they are going to tell me, a professional with a job, home and secure income, that I am not able to provide for a child versus a 13, nine, 12, whatever-year-old girl. Kids need to be where they are going to be loved and protected, whether it is with one or two people. 

SO DO BEING ADOPTED BY GAY PARENTS SUBJECT CHILDREN TO MORE PROBLEMS?    OLGA INSISTS NO . . .

OLGA… I don’t care who you are, you have to connect with someone. You have to have a family. Subjecting a child to more problems? Than what? Than being in an orphanage or residential treatment with nowhere to go at age 18? I think that’s probably the worst, not having anyone to call up and say, “Hey, you know what? I’m getting married.” Or, “What are we doing for Thanksgiving?” And in showing them the love, caring and the commitment that you will be there with them until the end, I think you can overcome whatever is thrown out at them.       

DEBBIE…And that’s the main point. There are so many children out there who need good homes. I don’t care if you’re single or not. There’s always a place. I’ll sometimes hear someone say, “Well, I don’t have enough money to do it.” You can always put another potato in the pot. There’s always enough. In fact, her father says this a lot, “There’s always room for one more at the dinner table.” And there’s just so many children out there who really need homes. Really need to be nurtured so that they can go out into the world and be good citizens and good human beings instead of thinking that they weren’t loved.

THIS SUMMER THE OHIO SUPREME COURT RULED THAT SAME SEX COUPLES COULD ADOPT THE SAME LAST NAME.     AND ON AUGUST 28TH THEY RULED A GAY COUPLE MAY BE ABLE TO SHARE CUSTODY OF A CHILD.   

